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By Dmitriy Shapiro and David Holzel
WJW Staff

JStreet’s national conference, held this
week in Washington, proved contro-

versial before the doors even opened at
the convention center downtown. 
The expected presence of Palestinian

peace negotiator Saeb Erekat at the lib-
eral, pro-Israel event so rankled the head
of Hillel International, Eric Fingerhut,
that Fingerhut canceled his appearance,
citing inflammatory statements Erekat
made about Israel.
Yet here Erekat was on the stage Mon-

day at the Walter E. Washington Con-
vention Center, earning the lion’s share
of the applause that the 3,000 attendees
gave to the big-name speakers at the

three-day conference.
“No one stands to gain more of peace

than the Palestinians, and no one stands
to lose more from the absence of peace
than the Palestinians,” Erekat told the
gathering, then repeated the Palestinian
leadership’s commitment to meeting 
Israel on equal terms.
“We have recognized the state of 

Israel’s right to exist on the 1967 lines;
this stands….My only option is a two-
state solution. For the state of Palestine
to live in peace and security next to the
state of Israel and on the 1967 lines,” 
he said.
Erekat avoided the hyperbolic rhetoric

he is associated with and interspersed his
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By Ron Kampeas

American Jewish groups are trying to
calm continuing tensions between

Jerusalem and Washington in the wake of
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s decisive re-election. 
De American Israel Public AEairs

Committee, the Conference of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations
and the Anti-Defamation League have all
released statements welcoming Ne-
tanyahu’s aFrmation of support for a
two-state solution.
Just days earlier, on the eve of the

March 17 Israeli election, Netanyahu had
appeared to renounce that support, say-
ing that no Palestinian state would be es-
tablished while he was prime minister. In
interviews two days aGer the election, Ne-
tanyahu said that the comment had been
misunderstood.
He also sought to walk back his much-

criticized 11th-hour appeal to supporters
to counter the “droves” of Arab voters
headed to the polls, saying he was trying
to mobilize his own supporters — not
suppress the Arab vote — and that he is
the prime minister of “all Israel’s citizens.”
De American Israel Public AEairs

Committee, noting that Netanyahu had
“clearly reaFrmed” his support for a two-
state solution, criticized the Obama ad-
ministration for having “rebuEed” the
prime minister’s eEorts to put relations
with the United States back on track.
“Unfortunately, administration

spokespersons rebuEed the prime minis-
ter’s eEorts to improve the understand-
ings between Israel and the U.S.,” AIPAC
said. “In contrast to their comments, we
urge the administration to further

By Dmitriy Shapiro
Political Reporter

As politicians throughout the state
contemplate the wisdom of mount-

ing a bare-knuckle Senate campaign,
only Reps. Chris Van Hollen and Donna
Edwards have officially declared their
candidacies for the seat being vacated by
outgoing Democratic Sen. Barbara
Mikulski. But while both are longtime
Democrats, they could not be more dif-
ferent in how they are perceived by vot-
ers, both in terms of their relationship to
Maryland’s Jewish community and in
their support for Israel.
With more than a year until the pri-

mary elections, Van Hollen — who has
represented the state’s 8th Congressional
District from his base in Montgomery
County since 2002 — is widely regarded
as the party establishment’s favored son,
having scooped up an endorsement by
Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-
Nev.) just days after Mikulski’s March 2
announcement that she was retiring.
He’s also been endorsed by Montgomery
County Executive Isiah “Ike” Leggett
and all nine members of the Mont-
gomery County Council.
Edwards, by contrast, is seen as the

populist underdog, the first African-

Groups look
to calm U.S.-
Israel tensions

Vastly 
different
candidates
As Democrats coalesce
around Van Hollen, 
Edwards snags key 
endorsement

J Street pushes back
Liberal, pro-Israel group bucks 
rightward shift in Jewish community

Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat addresses the J Street conference Monday.
Photo by Moshe Zusman/J Street
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By Suzanne Pollak
Senior Writer

Guess who’s coming to town? The
Westboro Baptist Church plans to

protest outside of Temple Rodef Shalom
Friday night, capping off a whirlwind
tour of sorts. 
The group plans on April 10 to picket

Howard University; the Pentagon; Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary; and, in time
for Shabbat, Northern Virginia’s largest
synagogue. 
The Falls Church synagogue plans to ig-

nore the protest. It will host a Shabbat
service of song and prayer titled “March-
ing Toward Peace.”
Church officials did not respond to

several requests for an interview. But the
group’s website states that “WBC will
picket these filthy Jews to remind them
that God still hates them for killing his
son, Jesus Christ. Our presence on the
public sidewalk in front of this syna-
gogue of Satan will be a testimony against
every hard-hearted Jew who despised the
blessings of God and did despite the
Spirit of Grace.”
Specifically, the church is picketing

Rodef Shalom, “this place of false worship,”
because its senior rabbi, Amy Schwartz-
man, “is a crop-haired female.”
The Kansas-based extremist Christian

Westboro
Baptist Church 
to protest 
synagogue

See WESTBORO, page 10

By Dmitriy Shapiro
Political Reporter

Israeli politicians and American Jewishorganizations were nearly unanimous
last week in voicing concern and skepti-
cism about the framework nuclear agree-
ment reached between a U.S.-led
coalition of six nations and Iran April 2.
>e deal, they say, does not go far enough
to prevent the threat of a nuclear-armed
Tehran in the near future. 
Shortly aAer the news from Lausanne,

Switzerland, where diplomats, including
Secretary of State John Kerry huddled
practically nonstop for days, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu slammed
the agreement. >e framework deal,
which will be @nalized in another round
of negotiations prior to a June 30 dead-
line, would threaten the survival of the
state of Israel, Netanyahu said, and put
the region in “grave danger.”  
“Such a deal does not block Iran’s path

to the bomb. Such a deal paves Iran’s path
to the bomb,” he said. “And it might very
well spark a nuclear arms race through-
out the Middle East and it would greatly
increase the risks of terrible war.”
Netanyahu’s comments were echoed by

other Israeli o?cials, and �e Jerusalem
Post reported that opposition to the Iran
deal among members of Israel’s govern-
ing cabinet was unanimous.
In his >ursday aAernoon press confer-

ence in the Rose Garden and phone call
to Netanyahu later that day, President
Barack Obama argued that a negotiated
deal is better than the alternative. 
“It’s no secret that the Israeli prime

Jewish groups
skeptical 
of Iran nuke
agreement

See IRAN, page 9

By Josh Marks 
General Assignment Reporter

Last month a Jewish George Washing-
ton University student posted a

swastika to his fraternity’s bulletin board
after returning from a spring break trip to
India, where the swastika is considered an
ancient good luck symbol. 
It didn’t have the effect he intended.

GW President Steven Knapp referred the
matter to the Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment Hate Crimes Unit, which is cur-
rently investigating.
But is it a hate crime or an obnoxious

prank? The matter has generated confu-
sion. And if the incident had occurred at
George Mason University in Virginia or
the University of Maryland, would the
answer be different?
“A hate crime simply occurs when you

have a traditional crime like assault or
arson or whatever it might be which is
motivated by a hatred for somebody
based upon a protected characteristic
such as race or gender or religion or in
some situations sexual orientation or sex-
ual identity, but the underlying thing is

there must first be a crime,” said GW
public interest law professor John F.
Banzhaf III.
What constitutes a hate crime varies by

state, and the statutes could be the differ-
ence between an ordinary criminal pros-
ecution and the penalty enhancement
associated with a hate crime. 
According to the Anti-Defamation

League, Washington, Maryland, Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania enhance penal-
ties for crimes motivated by prejudice
toward someone’s race, color, religion or
national origin.
Washington’s statute is the most wide-

ranging when it comes to bias-related
crimes. It also includes increased 
penalties for crimes motivated by “the 
accused’s prejudice based on the actual or

Vandals defaced Shaare Torah in Gaithersburg on Tuesday. Police are investigating the 
incident as a hate crime. See story on page 10.

Photo by Andy Hausman via Twitter

What’s in a hate crime?  

See HATE, page 10
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