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How would you rate U.S. efforts to broker 
a cease-Cre between Hamas and Israel?‣

See ISRAEL, page 18

by Suzanne Pollak
Senior Writer

Yom Kippur was approaching, and Ellen
Blalock was dreading the litany of

questions traditionally recited on that holi-
day: Who shall live and who shall die? Who
will die young and who will die old? 

Blalock’s 16-year-old daughter, Jennifer,
had been driving home aFer performing a
mitzvah project only four months prior,
when she had a fatal car accident. 

Looking back on that time, 21 years ago,
Blalock recalls how “completely surreal it
felt to be mourning the death of our daugh-
ter in the sacred space where we had cele-
brated so many wonderful Jewish life-cycle
events.” Judaism, the sanctuary at Temple
Rodef Shalom in Falls Church and life itself
suddenly seemed upside down, and Blalock
needed help making sense of the violent
changes occurring around her. 

For starters, she knew that the typical eu-
logy – in which the deceased is gloriEed –
would not help her come to terms with her
grief. “Don’t tell me what a great person Jen-
nifer was,” Blalock recalled thinking. “I
knew that.” 

AFer the memorial service for Jennifer,
Blalock turned to her rabbi with Big Ques-
tions, needing to hear Judaism’s wisdom
and guidance on dealing with a loss this
profound. But she was worried that Rabbi
Amy Schwartzman would merely quote
Torah, lecture on theology or worse, just try
to comfort her.

Ce rabbi’s advice surprised her. “She told
me sometimes God says ‘no.’ I started
thinking maybe God can’t help and about
the possibility that God couldn’t step in” to
bring Jennifer back.

Blalock said she felt liberated, free of the
guilt she felt for not protecting her child and
the need to continually question why her
daughter had been taken from her. Her
rabbi, she said, helped her to understand
that, in times of sadness, “it isn’t that God is
ignoring us. We just need to Ex it ourselves.”
Ce present, said Blalock, “is about healing,
not Exing.”

• • •
Especially during life-cycle events such as

funerals and weddings, and during times of

national and international crisis such as the
9-11 terrorist attacks or the current war in
Israel, Jewish people turn to their rabbis for
help making meaning. But are rabbis nec-
essarily equipped, by virtue of their formal
training, to do this? Are they willing to try? 

Steve Rabinowitz of Washington, D.C.,
recalled a conversation with his beloved
childhood rabbi from Arizona just before

Tackling the Big Questions

See MEANING, page 17 

The search for meaning in rabbis’ words

Ricky and Lisa Shofnos were so inspired by Rabbi Michael Safra’s eulogy for their mother,
Lil Shofnos, that they asked him for a copy.
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by Alexa Laz 
and Dmitriy Shapiro
WJW Staff

Israel has been taking its licks in the in-
ternational arena since it launched Op-

eration Protective Edge against Hamas in
Gaza on July 8. But criticism of Israel was
actually worse during Israel’s last battle
with Hamas in 2012 and the Second
Lebanon War during the summer of 2006,
according to Ilana Stein, spokesperson for
the Israeli Ministry of Foreign ADairs.

One reason is those cross-border tunnels
Hamas built to reach Israel. Built of con-
crete at great expense, given Gaza’s general
poverty, they reportedly contain not just
weapons, but tranquilizers and handcuffs,
presumably to subdue Israeli hostages.

“For years, our diplomats around the
world have been saying that Hamas is a ter-
rorist organization,” said Stein. “The inter-
national community didn’t understand
why we wouldn’t let Hamas bring in ce-
ment to Gaza a few years ago. Now you all
know why. So that’s a success for us.” 

Score one for Israeli hasbara, or public
diplomacy. Despite its military success
against Hamas and Hezbollah in Lebanon,
Israel has never been able to win the infor-
mation war against its adversaries. Now,
with Protective Edge in its fourth week, Is-
rael appears to have learned from past has-
bara mistakes and has improved the way it
delivers its message to the media and the
public, both in the United States and inter-
nationally. 

A Pew Research Poll published July 28
bears this out. Asked if Israel’s response to

Israel’s 
info wars
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by Dmitriy Shapiro
Political Reporter

Anew Pew Research Center poll
showing Republicans more sympa-

thetic than Democrats to Israel has Re-
publican Jewish activists crowing and
their Democratic counterparts ques-
tioning whether the poll gives an accu-
rate picture of support for Israel.
“For years, public opinion polls have

documented the large gap in support
for Israel between Republicans and De-
mocrats, with Republicans being far
more supportive of Israel,” Matt Brooks,
executive director of the Republican
Jewish Committee, said in a press re-
lease. “This poll shows a gap of 27
points.”
Conducted from July 8-14, the week

Israel began its air operation against
Hamas in the Gaza Strip but before its
ground invasion, the poll asked, “In the
dispute between Israel and the Pales-
tinians, which side do you sympathize
with more – Israel or the Palestinians?”
Possible responses were: Israel, Pales-
tinians, both, neither, don’t know or re-
fused to answer. 
The survey of 1,805 respondents

showed that 73 percent of Republicans
sympathize with Israel in the conflict
compared to 44 percent of Democrats. 
The results mark a change from the

by Suzanne Pollak
Senior Writer

By turns cheering and chanting, a large
crowd vowed to stand with Israel and

support its right to defend itself from
Hamas rocket attacks during a two hour-
long rally in Washington, D.C. on July 17
that featured an array of speakers includ-
ing rabbis, a minister, four members of
Congress and dignitaries from Canada
and Israel.
Some 1,000 people, many of whom were

draped in Israeli Aags, attended the rally at
Farragut Square, according to Ron Halber,
executive director of the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council of Greater Wash-
ington, which co-sponsored the event with
the Jewish Federation of Greater Washing-
ton. About 80 local and national organiza-
tions also supported the rally.
“Let us be clear. Hamas is responsible for

the violence. @ere is no moral equiva-
lency. We Jews value life,” Halber told the
crowd.
Reuven Azar, head of mission at the Em-

bassy of Israel in D.C., said that with 6 mil-
lion Israelis under constant attack, “We are
here to defend our citizens. In contrast to
that, Hamas is hiding behind its citizens.”
He noted that even an Israeli humanitarian
aid shipment of food and medicine headed
to Gaza last week was attacked by Hamas.
“Rest assured, Israel will survive this

challenge, because we love life, we sanctify
life,” Azar said.
Critics of Israel have pointed out that the

Palestinian death toll far exceeds the num-
ber of Israelis killed. But Rep. Brad Sher-
man (D-Calif.) called that argument
Aawed. 
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Who bears the most responsibility for the downing 
of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 last week?‣

Pro-Israel rally:
‘Their Dght 
is our Dght’

See RALLY, page 13

See GOP, page 15

Is the GOP 
the pro-Israel
party?

A group from southern Arizona learns about efforts by Humane Borders to provide water
to immigrqants from Central America traveling through the desert. 

by Heather Norris

In the past nine months, some 57,000
children have entered into the United

States illegally, many of them fleeing vi-
olence and gangs in Central American
countries. While Congress and the White
House have bickered over how to deal
with the flood of undocumented immi-
grants, many in the Jewish community
have taken action.
“There has been a beautiful commu-

nity response,” said Bryan Davis, Jewish
Community Relations Council director
and Holocaust education coordinator at

Welcome the stranger
Jews along the Mexican border see
themselves in the immigrants they help

See HELP, page 14
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